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Primary Care Workgroup 

Meeting Summary 
March 13, 2023 | 5:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

• Staff reviewed the workplan approach to accomplishing workgroup activities and overviewed 
completed and upcoming activities planned through May 2023 

• Freedman Healthcare, LLC presented the Principles for Defining Primary Care Spending in 
Maryland Table to inform the development of a primary care spending definition 

• The workgroup deliberated on key elements for developing a measurement framework and 
methodology, which included the six items below: 

o Framework 

▪ Purpose for measuring primary care spending — the workgroup considered 
measuring all spending on primary care services, measuring whether 
spending is adequate to support core primary care services, and measuring 
whether spending is sufficient to support care delivery goals  

▪ Number of definitions — workgroup members tended to support using a 
modular definition that includes narrow and broad elements with a core 
service component and additional service categories 

▪ Geographic alignment — workgroup members tended to support the ability to 
compare spending with other states, particularly those nearby but felt it was 
more important to ensure the definition met Maryland’s needs  

o Methodology 

▪ Narrow or broad set of services — most workgroup members that commented 
expressed interest in using an expanded list of defined primary care services 
while some preferred including all services performed by a primary care 
provider 

▪ Narrow or broad set of providers — workgroup members tended to support 
using an expanded list of defined primary care providers  

▪ Behavioral health services providers — the workgroup considered an 
approach that includes a limited set of behavioral health services, such as 
those performed as part of an integrated behavioral health arrangement 
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PARTICIPANTS 

Count First Name Last Name Organization 

1 Salliann Alborn Maryland Community Health System 

2 Michael Barr MEDIS, LLC 

3 Jeffrey Bernstein Pediatric and Adolescent Care of Silver Spring 

4 Tinisha Cheatham Kaiser Permanente of the Mid-Atlantic 

5 Sarah Johnson Conway Johns Hopkins Clinical Alliance 

6 Amar  Duggirala Poolesville Family Practice 

7 Ronald  Gresch Independent Consultant 

8 William  Henderson Health Services and Cost Review Commission 

9 Nora  Hoban 
Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health 
Centers 

10 William  Johnson, Jr. Johns Hopkins Health System 

11 Niharika  Khanna University of Maryland School of Medicine 

12 Karen Lam Maryland Insurance Administration 

13 Russell  Lewis, Jr. CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield 

14 Jill  Marsteller 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 

15 Chad Perman 
Maryland Primary Care Program Program 
Management Office 

16 Ishrat Rafi Ascension Saint Agnes 

17 Mette Ramanathan 
University of Maryland St. Joseph Medical 
Center 

18 Tricia Roddy Medicaid 

19 Laura Russell Maryland Hospital Association 

20 Ben Steffen Maryland Health Care Commission 
 


